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Air Force investigates alleged rapes at Texas base  
By ANGELA K. BROWN (Associated Press Writer)  
The Associated Press  
Web Posted : 02/12/2004 11:27 PM  
   
The U.S. Air Force is sending an official to Sheppard Air Force Base to investigate about two dozen 
reported rapes of military women in the last year, U.S. Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison said Thursday. 

Hutchison, R-Texas, sent a letter to Air Force Secretary James G. Roche on Wednesday calling for an 
investigation "with emphasis on how commanders concluded each of these cases to the satisfaction of 
both the Air Force and the alleged victims." 

In fiscal year 2002-03, between 20 and 25 Sheppard women reported being raped, according to First 
Step, a civilian rape-crisis center in Wichita Falls. In that same period, 542 rapes were reported to the 
center, which serves 12 counties. 

Hutchison said the situation could rival that of the Air Force Academy in Colorado, where the military's 
mishandling of rape complaints were exposed last year. 

"Both the number of incidents and the duration over which they occurred are unacceptable," Hutchison 
wrote. "In fact, any incident is unacceptable." 

She said Thursday that she was pleased with the military's speed in sending an investigator to the 
Wichita Falls base this week, a few days after the alleged rapes were reported by The Denver Post. 

Most reported rapes of military women occurred off base as they were drinking and socializing with 
airmen, and several cases involved two or three men allegedly raping one woman, said Xochitl Pruitt, 
program director for First Step. 

Many victims don't report rapes because they feel ashamed or that they won't be believed, and many in 
the military often fear that they will be punished because they were drinking, victim advocates say. 

"So many people in the military feel that if they seek services on base ... it somehow will impact their 
career," said Annette Burrhus-Clay, executive director of the Texas Association Against Sexual Assault. 

Sheppard officials won't say whether the number of reported rapes in 2002-03 is an increase from 
previous years but say reports of rapes have always been taken seriously at the base. 

From 1993-2003, 45 Sheppard airmen faced court-martial or received nonjudicial punishment for sexual 
assaults, said Maj. Manning Brown. Three of those courts-martial resulted in acquittal, he said. 

"It goes without saying that one (rape) is too many," Brown said. "There's a zero-tolerance policy in the 
Air Force, and Sheppard fully supports that. The safety and welfare of every person at Sheppard is our 
number-one priority." 
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About 3,800 airmen and 6,100 students are stationed at Sheppard's 82nd training wing, which does 
technical training. Another 450 pilots from 13 nations train every year at the base's 80th flying training 
wing, Brown said. Those numbers include about 1,800 women. 

Monna Kline, First Step's interim executive director, said the center does not report any rape to Sheppard 
without the victim's permission. But the center provides statistics so the base can be aware of the cases 
reported. 

"If it's going to help step up security, then that's the information we will give because we're working toward 
the same goal: to stop violence," she said. 
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Ex-counselor takes issue with Post story  

Grimsinger says quotes about Sheppard taken out of context  

By Lee B. WeaverTimes Record News 
February 13, 2004  

A former Wichita Falls crisis counselor cited in a recent Denver Post article said Thursday her remarks were 
taken out of context in the story.  

The article - which told of widespread sexual assaults at Sheppard Air Force Base in the past year going 
"largely unnoticed" - ran in Wednesday's edition of the Post. It included quotes by Laura Grimsinger, 
executive director of First Step Women's Shelter and Sexual Assault Counseling from 1987 to 2002.  

Grimsinger, who now works in the Electra school system, was reached by phone in Austin where she was 
attending an educational conference. She expressed surprise upon hearing her quotes read back to her.  

"Oh, they made that sound a lot more dramatic than I meant it to be," she said.  

The Post story quoted Grimsinger as being critical of Sheppard's treatment of sexual assault victims and 
its reluctance to investigate sex crimes: "(Sheppard) wants to minimize sexual assault and not address it. 
They turn their backs on them (victims), and it's devastating. The training schools are the big problem. 
These women are way outside their home element and have little support."  

Grimsinger confirmed part of the passage but not all of it.  

"Part of it is accurate in that these are kids (at the base), and they are out of their home element. This is 
the first opportunity to have this type of adult freedom," she said.  

But Grimsinger took issue with how her quotes were used in the story, which focused on a rash of "more 
than two dozen" sexual assaults involving base personnel from June 2002 to June 2003.  

"I was not involved with First Step during that period of time," she said. "I did not speak to anything that 
has happened since I left."  

Grimsinger did acknowledge communication and education problems between Sheppard and First Step 
during her tenure.  

"During my time there, we had very few interactions with Sheppard in reference to sexual assaults," she 
said. "Part of that is because First Step wasn't as aggressive about getting our message out as we could 
have been. And part of it is that the military culture doesn't really encourage that sort of thing."  

Victims of sexual assault often refuse to press charges or even report the crime, Grimsinger said.  

"One reason why Sheppard didn't (address sexual assaults) was because the victims did not want 
Sheppard to be involved," she said. "They just want the violence to stop."  

 Times Record News  
PAGE:  Faxed 
DATE:  13-Feb-04 

 



AETC Bases News Clips 
Sheppard AFB, TX 

 
News Clips are compiled for the AETC Commander and staff by AETC/PA.  Copyright restrictions apply.   13-Feb-04 

 

 Times Record News  
PAGE:  Faxed 
DATE:  13-Feb-04 

 

 

Over time, relations between First Step and Sheppard have strengthened to include more communication 
between the parties.  

"Later, there were times when we were called on to come out and help and times when students were 
mandated to come in for counseling," she said.  

Sometimes though, the base's best intentions were thwarted by insensitivity, she said.  

"There was one instance that they were trying to get a (victim) to come in for counseling with us. But at 
the same time, they forced her to work in the same group on base as her attacker," Grimsinger said. "She 
eventually just dropped out."  

Grimsinger said she knew of no instances of when the base intentionally shirked its duty to support 
assault victims or investigate sex crimes.  

"I cannot tell you that I know of sexual assault cases that were covered up," she said.  

But she isn't sure the public always sees the whole story.  

"Do I think that cover-ups still took place? Sure I do. Do I know for a fact? No."  

Staff writer Lee B. Weaver can be reached at (940) 763-7548 or with e-mail at 
weaverl(at)TimesRecordNews.com. 
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